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Welcome and Introductions

Maya Taylor, Principal

Moses Omolade, Community Schools Manager

Mimi Nguyen, School Counselor

Jennifer Joyce, Humanities Coach

Andrew West, Math/Science Coach



Westlake Mission
Welcome to Westlake Middle School! 

At Westlake Middle School our Mission is to provide a safe, positive, rigorous learning environment 
that supports resiliency and fosters creativity.

In our distance learning environment at Westlake your scholar will:

1. Engage daily with rigorous academic content
2. Work to develop patience and empathy
3. Develop relationship and communication skills



OUSD Guidelines for Distance Learning

Instructional Minutes per day: 275 minutes for 6-12th grade

Synchronous Instruction: Live class instruction, via Zoom, including whole class, 
small group, and 1:1 instruction.

Asynchronous Instruction: Instruction through assignments or technology 
platforms that students can complete on their own.



Quarter Schedule & Grading 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4

Periods 1, 3, 5 Periods 2, 4, 6 Periods 1, 3, 5 Periods 2, 4, 6, 

8/10/20 - 10/9/20 10/13/20 - 12/18/20 1/4/21-3/12/21 3/15/21 - 5/27/21



Westlake Distance Learning Schedule
Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9:00 AM - 10:20 AM Citizen Schools & BluePrint Math
Academic Support Office Hours

Tuesday- Friday
(9:00 AM - 10:20 AM)

Appointments and Drop-Ins Welcome
10:00 AM - 10:20 AM Advisory

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Period 1/2 Period 1/2
Modified
Weds. 

Schedule

Period 1/2 Period 1/2

11:40 AM - 12:40 PM Period 3/4 Period 3/4 Period 3/4 Period 3/4

12:40 PM - 1:25 PM LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

1:30 PM - 2:30 PM Period 5/6 Period 5/6 Period 5/6 Period 5/6

2:30 PM

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM After-school & 
Partner Program 

Offerings

After-school & 
Partner Program 

Offerings

After-school & 
Partner Program 

Offerings

After-school & 
Partner Program 

Offerings

After-school & 
Partner Program 

Offerings



Westlake Distance Learning Schedule 



Distance Learning Norms
● Everyone must sign in with full name (no nicknames)
● Camera on and face visible
● Must get permission before turning off screen, and/or walk away from screen
● Be prepared to learn

○ Charge chromebook the night before (no phones or tablets)
○ Sitting at a desk or area where you are not slouching or lying down
○ Have email open before logging into Zoom

● Refrain from using other devices (cell phones, video games, tv) during class
● Do not take videos or photos of anyone in class
● Engagement is necessary
● Only use chat to answer questions
● Only chat with teachers
● Raise hands to ask questions



Westlake Learning Tools & Communication

● Westlake DL Website
○ Teacher contact and availability

● Google classroom
● Clever
● Aeries (Student and Parent Portals)
● Gmail
● Talking points



How can you help set your scholar up for success?
Parents / guardians can:

● Communicate with your scholar’s teachers
● Help your child stay organized and productive by finding him/her a quiet 

place to sit for class and store materials
● Check-in and talk with your scholar about their school day
● Remind scholar’s that they have homework every night
● Encourage your scholar to eat healthy foods and get plenty of sleep
● Provide time for outdoor play and socialization
● Limit screen time



Social & Emotional Support
Meals

● Grab and Go (Mondays and Thursdays)
○ Locations

● Food Distribution at Westlake
○ Every other Thursday
○ Next date is September 24

Counseling

● Academic 
● 1:1 Mental Health Services

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmrifmAPD9clA8zdWgfRm835Z-HqRbzl/view


Sports & After School Programs



The purpose of Life Skills is to provide scholars that have a resource placement in special 
education, additional opportunities to continue developing basic academic skills that will 
support them in accessing the general education curriculum, while working towards achieving 
their annual IEP Goals.

My approach to providing this level of support will revolve around the following:
● developing a growth mindset
● planning and organization
● responsibility and accountability
● participation and effort
● becoming a self-directed learner
● developing social-emotional intelligence

Ms. Armstrong, Education Specialist 
7th and 8th Grade Life Skills

“It takes a village to raise a child.” African Proverb



Mr. Newton      8th Grade Science      
My goal is to create lifelong learners with the skills to become future scientists.

What we are learning: Physical Science (measurement, chemistry, physics)

Class expectations: 

○ Complete and submit work every day
○ Participate in class daily
○ Use Science Notebook

How can you support your scholar?

○ JOIN Google Classroom (invitation or code, etc)
○ Communicate with me (email, talking points, etc)



Ms. La                       Math
This year we are using the online platform DESMOS to enable mathematical creation & connect ideas together.

★ My goal is to make it challenging and fun for everyone.  I want to provide tools and support for students 
and their families in distance learning. 

★ What we are learning:
○ Illustrative Mathematics (KendallHunt) curriculum through DESMOS

★ Class expectations:  
○ Regular attendance!
○ Complete and submit homework every day
○ Participate in class daily

★ How can you support your scholar?
○ JOIN Google Classroom (invitation or code, etc)
○ Communicate with me (email, talking points, etc)
○ Make sure students come prepared (laptops charged, ready to take notes)

★ Please look over for close details and fill out to the best of your ability

○
○



Social Studies Content
8th Grade California State Standards covers:  
U.S. History from Revolutionary Era (1750) 
to Progressive Era (1920)  Our topics are as 
follows:
Topic 1- Revolutionary Era
Topic 2- The Constitution 
Topic 3   Westward Expansion
Topic 4-  Society & Culture before Civil War
Topic 5-  Civil War
Topic 6 - Reconstruction & Progressive Era

Mr.Bell Course Syllabus 2020-2021

8th Grade Social Studies:  American History 8 - Westlake Middle School

Grading:
Classwork 60%
Projects/Presentations  15%
Quizzes, Tests and Assessments: 
15%
Homework: 10%

Social Studies Skills
In this class scholars will be working on the 
following skills:  Reading closely and 
writing to learn,  working with evidence, 
analyzing perspectives, discourse (active 
listening, academic language, & public 
speaking), independent research, digital 
competency, and historian thinking skills.

HOW TO REACH 
Mr. Brell
vernon.bell@ousd.org
Google voice 510-519-6946
Talking Points App

PLEASE HAVE YOUR SCHOLAR GIVE YOU A TOUR OF OUR GOOGLE CLASSROOM, SO THEY CAN SHARE 
SOME OF THEIR WORK WITH YOU, AND YOU CAN SEE SOME OF THE DIGITAL COMPETENCIES THEY HAVE 
DEVELOPED//BUILT UPON, AND WILL USE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AND THEIR ACADEMIC CAREERS.

mailto:vernon.bell@ousd.org


8th Grade ELA
❖ My approach to education includes creating a 

safe environment where ideas and opinions 
can be shared and absorbed by everyone. I 
encourage all of my students to practice 
tolerance in their discussions and 
partner/group work.

❖ Course Content & Assessment
➢ In this course, scholars will be asked to 

construct written responses to 
text-dependent questions & prompts, conduct 
independent research, and write two full 
length essays. The following texts will be 
central to this course: Summer of the 
Mariposas and Farewell to Manzanar.

Mr. Homich    

❖ Class expectations: 

➢ Regular attendance on Zoom everyday
➢ Check email & Google Classroom daily

❖ Class Materials:
➢ a comfortable, quiet space to work
➢ a Chromebook or laptop
➢ a copy of Summer of the Mariposas (Fall) OR 

Farewell to Manzanar (Spring)
❖ How can you support your scholar?

➢ ACCEPT my invitation to our Google 
Classroom via email

➢ Assist your scholar in establishing a schedule 
by identifying the following:

■ Time to wake up and get ready
■ A comfortable, quiet work space
■ Time to complete HW/independent work

➢ Communicate with me (email, talking points, 
etc)



Ms. Cohen - 7/8th Grade PE

My Goal Curriculum Overview Keys to Success

Encourage and promote 
physical activity and 
overall wellness. Teach 
scholars the fundamentals 
of fitness and health in 
order to develop skills and 
gain confidence.

● Fundamentals of Exercise 
& Wellness

● Muscular System

● Nutrition

● Attend all Zoom classes 
and participate in class 
activities

● Submit assignments 
posted in Google 
Classroom

● Attend office hours when 
needing help

● Ask questions and have 
fun!



Mx. San-Chez 
6th-8th Grade Choir

★ My goal: All choir members will develop skills to read music, build confidence, and 
practice empathy all through song and occasional dance. 

★ What we are learning:
○ To Identify parts of the staff as well as Notes, Keys, and Rhythms
○ Soft skills such as empathy, team work, and character building

★ Class expectations:  Regular attendance!
○ Complete and submit assignments on EdPuzzle when assigned.
○ Participate in class daily

★ How can you support your scholar?
○ JOIN Google Classroom (invitation or code, etc)
○ Check out EdPuzzle with your scholar
○ Daily check-in and really listen to what the scholars are saying.
○ Communicate with me (email, talking points, text)

○
○

https://edpuzzle.com/


Visual Art 
Ms. Rocca-Owodunni

Goal: In this class students become clever observers, strive to understand social issues through art in order to grow as moral 
citizens, collaborate, create with both spontaneity and intent, explore multitudes of possibilities, fashion links between art and 
other areas of study (STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math), and train their hands, minds, and eyes to 
communicate their inner thoughts. Students will be guided in the development of self-expression, critical thinking skills, and an 
understanding of the elements and principles of art and design. Students will strengthen their appreciation of art and artists from 
a wide variety of perspectives, time periods, media, cultural origins, and subject matter.  

What we are learning: This year we are learning about the Elements of Art (line, 
shape, value, color, texture, space, and form) by creating original artwork. 

Class Expectations: Students must attend class every day, complete and submit work 
on time, and participate every day in class. 

Support for Scholars: You can always email me (genya.rocca-owodunni@ousd.org) 
or send a message on Talking Points if you have a question or concern. 

 

mailto:genya.rocca-owodunni@ousd.org


Mr. Patterson         Computer Science 

❖ My Goal for computer science is to have all students complete a person website or a family 
cultural website. We are using code.org. Code.org in an eponymous website for learning 
computer science.

❖ We will be learning:
➢ Coding (HTML) that will produce a website. 
➢ Headings
➢ Hyperlinks
➢ Inserting pictures
➢ Styling Text with CSS

❖ Class expectations: 
➢ Attend class everyday.
➢ Follow class norms.
➢ Participate in class discussions and complete all assignments.

❖ How can you support your scholar?
➢ Participate in a class zoom
➢ Ask scholars what they have learned or have them show what they you their work. 
➢ Check Aeries and Padlet daily. 
➢ Contact me through email or talking points.  roderick.patterson@ousd.org
➢ Make sure scholars have a safe space to learn when possible. 



Mr. Ting (Instrumental Music)
0 Advisory (Every Monday @ 10 AM)

3 Beginning Strings (M, T, Th, F @ 11:40 AM, W @ 11 AM

5 Beginning Guitar (M, T, Th, F @ 1:30 PM, W @ 11:30 AM)

● Each student should have a school issued instrument (Violin or Guitar)
● Each student should practice their instrument daily (20 minutes)
● Students will learn to read music
● Students will participate in both Winter and Spring virtual concerts

Email: andrew.ting@ousd.org



Ms. Rubin-Davis          Drama
★ My goal Drama is to allow students to express themselves, take risks and work 

together as a team. We will be exploring how we can build an ensemble and put 
together a performance virtually. 

★ What we are learning:
○ Script development, character development, collaboration, giving and receiving 

feedback.
★ Class expectations: Participate in class and support classmates!

○ Complete written work on Google Classroom.
○ Complete video assignments on Flipgrid.

★ How can you support your scholar?
○ JOIN Google Classroom 
○ Provide time and space for video recordings without background noise
○ Communicate with me (email, talking points, etc)

○
○



Questions?


